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HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

Education Options

$61,091 AVERAGE ANNUAL SALARY*

Do you have an interest in operating dump trucks, bulldozers 
or other vehicles classified as heavy machinery? As a heavy 
equipment operator, you will learn how to safely use this type 
of equipment to move construction materials, dirt and other 
heavy objects at construction sites and mines. This 
occupation operates equipment that clears and 
grades land to prepare it for construction of 
roads, buildings and bridges, as well as airport 
runways, power generation facilities, dams, 
levees and other structures. 

•	 Technical schools
•	 Community colleges
•	 Registered apprenticeships
•	 Industry training programs

Students can start in high school where 
programs are available.

*Average base salary does not include overtime or incentives.
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